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LABORATORY INFORMATION
*Name of disease (or topic) for which
you are a designated WOAH Reference
Laboratory:

Swine vesicular disease

*Address of laboratory: The Pirbright Institute, Ash Road, Pirbright, Surrey, GU24 0NF, United Kingdom

*Tel: +441483231021

*E-mail address: donald.king@pirbright.ac.uk

Website: https://www.pirbright.ac.uk/

*Name (including Title) of Head of
Laboratory (Responsible Official):

Prof. Bryan Charleston

*Name (including Title and Position) of
WOAH Reference Expert:

Dr Donald King

*Which of the following defines your
laboratory? Check all that apply:

Governmental Academic institution

TOR1: DIAGNOSTIC METHODS

1. Did your laboratory perform diagnostic tests for the specified disease/topic for purposes such as disease diagnosis, screening of
animals for export, surveillance, etc.? (Not for quality control, proficiency testing or staff training)

No
No samples have been submitted for SVD testing during 2024

TOR2: REFERENCE MATERIAL

2. Did your laboratory produce or supply imported standard reference reagents officially recognised by WOAH?

Yes 

Type of reagent
available

Related diagnostic
testing

Produced/ imported
Quantity supplied

nationwide (ml, mg)

Quantity supplied at
international level

(ml, mg)

Name of beneficiary
WOAH Member

Countries

mailto:donald.king@pirbright.ac.uk
https://www.pirbright.ac.uk/
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3. Did your laboratory supply standard reference reagents (nonWOAH-approved) and/or other diagnostic reagents to WOAH Members?

Yes

Type of reagent
available

Related diagnostic
test

Produced/ provide
Amount supplied

nationally (ml,
mg)

Amount supplied
internationally (ml,

mg)

No. of recipient
WOAH Member

Countries

Country of
recipients

Antigen and
control sera

VNT and ELISA
(serology)

Produced 0 34ml 3
CHINESE TAIPEI,

FRANCE, POLAND,

4. Did your laboratory produce vaccines?

No 
5. Did your laboratory supply vaccines to WOAH Members?

No

TOR3: NEW PROCEDURES

6. Did your laboratory develop new diagnostic methods for the designated pathogen or disease?

No 
7. Did your laboratory validate diagnostic methods according to WOAH Standards for the designated pathogen or disease?

No 
8. Did your laboratory develop new vaccines for the designated pathogen or disease?

No 
9. Did your laboratory validate vaccines according to WOAH Standards for the designated pathogen or disease?

No

TOR4: DIAGNOSTIC TESTING FACILITIES

10. Did your laboratory carry out diagnostic testing for other WOAH Members?

No 
11. Did your laboratory provide expert advice in technical consultancies on the request of an WOAH Member?

No

TOR5: COLLABORATIVE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL STUDIES

12. Did your laboratory participate in international scientific studies in collaboration with WOAH Members other than the own?

No 
13. In exercising your activities, have you identified any regulatory research needs* relevant for WOAH?

No

TOR6: EPIZOOLOGICAL DATA

14. Did your Laboratory collect epidemiological data relevant to international disease control?

No 
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15. Did your laboratory disseminate epidemiological data that had been processed and analysed?

No 
16. What method of dissemination of information is most often used by your laboratory? (Indicate in the appropriate box the number by
category and list the details in the box)

a) Articles published in peer-reviewed journals:

0 

b) International conferences:

0 

c) National conferences:

0 

d) Other (Provide website address or link to appropriate information):

0 

TOR7: SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL TRAINING

17. Did your laboratory provide scientific and technical training to laboratory personnel from other WOAH Members?

Yes 
a) Technical visit : 0 
b) Seminars : 0 
c) Hands-on training courses: 3 
d) Internships (>1 month) 0 
Type of technical training provided (a, b, c or

d)
Country of origin of the expert(s) provided

with training
No. participants from the corresponding

country

C TURKEY 1

C KENYA 1

C INDONESIA 1

TOR8: QUALITY ASSURANCE

18. Does your laboratory have a Quality Management System?

Yes
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Quality management system adopted Certificate scan (PDF, JPG, PNG format)

ISO/IEC 17025 PDF UKAS accreditation for Pirbright 2024.pdf

19. Is your quality management system accredited?

Yes

Test for which your laboratory is accredited Accreditation body

Virus Isolation United Kingdom Accreditation Service

Real-time RT-PCR United Kingdom Accreditation Service

Ag-ELISA United Kingdom Accreditation Service

VNT United Kingdom Accreditation Service

5B7 ELISA United Kingdom Accreditation Service

20. Does your laboratory maintain a “biorisk management system” for the pathogen and the disease concerned?

Yes 
All work with FMDV is undertaken in high containment facilities licensed by the UK HSE.

TOR9: SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS

21. Did your laboratory organise scientific meetings related to the pathogen in question on behalf of WOAH?

No 
22. Did your laboratory participate in scientific meetings related to the pathogen in question on behalf of WOAH?

No

TOR10: NETWORK WITH WOAH REFERENCE LABORATORIES

23. Did your laboratory exchange information with other WOAH Reference Laboratories designated for the same pathogen or disease?

Yes 
24. Do you network (collaborate or share information) with other WOAH Reference Laboratories designated for the same pathogen?

No 
25. Did you organise or participate in inter-laboratory proficiency tests with WOAH Reference Laboratories designated for the same
pathogen during the past 2 years?

No 
WOAH Reference laboratories for SVD do not currently organize a PTS

26. Did your laboratory collaborate with other WOAH Reference Laboratories for the same disease on scientific research projects for the
diagnosis or control of the pathogen of interest?

Yes

Title of the project or contract Scope
Name(s) of relevant WOAH Reference

Laboratories

Development and review of diagnostic tests
for SVD

On-going joint project to establish/validate
new diagnostic tests for the vesicular disease

viruses
IZSLER, Italy

https://report-lr-cc-node.woah.org/api/pdf/file/UKAS%20accreditation%20for%20Pirbright%202024.pdf


Donald King - - UNITED_KINGDOM

WOAH Reference Laboratory Reports Activities 2024

5

TOR11: OTHER INTERLABORATORY PROFICIENCY TESTING

27. Did your laboratory organise or participate in inter-laboratory proficiency tests with laboratories other than WOAH Reference
Laboratories for the same pathogen during the past 2 years?

Yes

Purpose for inter-

laboratory test

comparisons1

Role of your reference

laboratory

(organizer/participant)

No. participating

laboratories
Name of the test

WOAH Member

Countries

Diagnostics tests for

vesicular diseases - scheme

organized by the EURL,

France

Participant 30
Virus isolation, ag-

ELISA and VNT

TOR12: EXPERT CONSULTANTS

28. Did your laboratory place expert consultants at the disposal of WOAH?

Yes

Kind of consultancy Location Subject (facultative)

Review via email and teleconferences
Review of the Terrestrial Manual Chapter

3.9.7

29. Additional comments regarding your report:

Yes
The most recent detection of SVDV in Italy was in 2015, and no serologically positive pigs have been identified since 2017. No further SVD 

outbreaks have been reported elsewhere in Europe or in any other countries globally.


